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group includes Myotis myotis with Myotis oxygnathus and Miniopterus schreib-
ersii. These species host parasites in common because they form mixed maternity 
colonies.

WhEthEr thE popuLatIon Is rIsInG or staBLE, 
spEcIEs  can haVE unFaVouraBLE consErVatIon 

status –  EXampLEs From sLoVEnIa
PRIMOŽ PRESETNIK and MONIKA PODGORELEC

Center for Cartograhy of Fauna and Flora, LJUBLJANA, Slovenia

The EU Habitats Directive, as the key instrument for biodiversity conservation 
in the European Union, dictates that species have favourable conservation status 
if: i) a population can maintain itself on a long-term basis, ii) natural range is not 
being reduced, and iii) there is and will be a sufficiently large habitat to maintain 
population on a long-term basis. 
Results of monitoring of hibernacula (Rhinolophus hipposideros) and maternity 
roosts (R. hipposideros, Myotis myotis) from 1999 to 2011 show a growth of R. 
hipposideros population (hibernacula counts: +5.2%, 0.6% per year; TRIM) and 
for M. myotis at least stable numbers in specific groups, but in some cases even 
an extraordinary increase. To our knowledge no shrinkage of natural range of 
both species has occurred. However, both species are rapidly loosing their ma-
ternity roosts, the majority of which are situated in attics and belfries. Since 1993, 
472 maternity roosts of R. hipposideros were recorded in Slovenia. In the years 
2008-2010, we inspected 197 roosts and discovered that 8% of them had been 
destroyed, 3% degraded, and we prevented destruction of an additional 3%. The 
situation is even worse for M. myotis. Since 1999, 58 active maternity roosts have 
been recorded and, additionally, at least 5 already destroyed roosts have been 
recorded. Monitoring in 2008-2010 has shown that altogether 21% of maternity 
roosts of M. myotis had been destroyed, 10% degraded and we prevented the 
destruction or degradation of an additional 3% . 
Based on growing or stable population number (Condition i) or retaining natural 
range (Condition ii), both species are doing reasonably well. Nevertheless, with 
continuation of loss of nursery roosts, both species cannot maintain population 
on a long-term basis (Condition iii). Therefore, in Slovenia, R. hipposideros and 
M. myotis should be regarded as species with unfavourable conservation status. 
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